FAQs: Unified Education Funding Formula
Issue Summary
While the Connecticut General Assembly has taken steps toward equitably funding Connecticut’s
public school students, Connecticut still faces several obstacles to implementing and maintaining a
fully equitable school finance system. One of these obstacles is that Connecticut does not have a
consistent and uniform method for determining how much state support it will provide for the
education of students attending public schools.
Rather, Connecticut continues to use more than 10 different education funding formulas to distribute
state education funding to public schools. These formulas differ based on where a school is located
and what type of school it is (local district, magnet, charter, etc.). Only one of these formulas takes
student and community needs fully into consideration, with the remaining formulas being inconsistent
and arbitrary.
Q: How does the State of Connecticut distribute education funding to public schools?
A: Connecticut’s legislature has established more than 10 different funding formulas to determine
how much money public schools should receive. The formula that distributes funding to local public
school districts is called the Education Cost Sharing (ECS) formula, which the state legislature has
established to distribute approximately $2 billion in state education funding to local public school
districts.1 In addition to ECS formula, Connecticut has different funding formulas for each “type” of
school choice program. In addition to the ECS formula, Connecticut uses five different formulas for
magnet schools, two different formulas for charter schools, and individual formulas for the
Connecticut Technical Education and Career System, agriscience programs, and the Open Choice
program.2
Q: What are the state funding formulas for each type of public school or program?
A: The formula used to determine state education funding for a public school is based on a number
of factors including the type of school, the location of the school, the school’s operator, and whether
the school is part of the State of Connecticut’s response to the 1996 Connecticut Supreme Court
ruling in the Sheff v. O’Neill court case related to reducing racial segregation and isolation in the
Hartford region.3 Below is a table detailing the formulas currently used to distribute state education
funding to Connecticut’s public schools.4

Type of School or Program

State Per-pupil Operating Grant

Local Public School
State Charter School
Local Charter School
Connecticut Technical High Schools
Regional Agricultural Centers
Hartford Host Magnet Schools (under Sheff)10
Regional Education Service Center (RESC) operated Sheff magnet School12
RESC-operated non-Sheff magnet school that
began operations prior to 2008 (Thomas Edison
Magnet School)
Non-Sheff RESC magnet school enrolling less
than 55% of students from one town
Non-Sheff RESC magnet school enrolling 55%
or more of students from one town (other than
Edison)
Open Choice program

Varies based on ECS formula5
$11,250 per student6
$3,000 per student7
Schools are fully state funded by state grant8
$4,200 per student9
$13,054 for each non-Hartford student11
$7,900 – $10,443 per student13
$8,180 per student14
$7,900 per student15
$7,085 for each student from outside the host
town; $3,000 for each student from the dominant
town16
$3,000 – $8,000 per student17

Q: Why does Connecticut need a unified funding formula?
A: While the ECS formula takes student and community needs into account and provides additional
resources for students who are low-income or English Learners, this is not the case for Connecticut’s
other school funding formulas. These formulas continue to not be based on student and community
needs, and are instead largely arbitrary. Additionally, these 10 different formulas interact with funding
for local and regional school districts in disparate ways, distorting the equity created by the ECS
formula. A unified funding formula for all students that is based on individual student needs, not type
of school, would help Connecticut better address educational inequities and improve the state’s
complex and disjointed school finance system.
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